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STUDENT’S PATH FROM NOVICE TO EXPERT 

 

Information literacy: General 

databases and web searches; short 

assignments requiring sources; 

researched argument on civic issue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Generalized academic writing 

• Thesis based arguments in 

response to a question with stakes 

• Rhetorical analysis of readings 

Information literacy: disciplinary 

databases, research methods, short 

assignments teaching literature 

reviews or use of disciplinary evidence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Novice Approximations of 

disciplinary ways of writing 
 

Short scaffolding assignments teach 

disciplinary ways of thinking and 

writing 

 

Assignment sequences build to more 

complex disciplinary writing 

Rubric serves as assessment of 

information literacy 

 

 

 

 

Expert insider prose 

 

Boldface, italicized terms come from Susan Peck MacDonald Professional Writing in the Humanities and Social Sciences.  Carbondale, Southern Illinois UP, 1994 (p. 187) 

 
KNOWLEDGE/SKILLS NEEDED FOR “EXPERT INSIDER PROSE” 

 

 

Expert 
insider 
prose

Subject 
matter 

knowledge

Genre 
knowledge

Disciplinary 
discourse 

knowledge

Rhetorical 
knowledge

Writing 
process 

knowledge

Information 
literacy

First Year Year Composition 

Taught as theme-based First Year 

Seminar 

Writing in the Major 

• Gateway course 

• Early courses 

 

• Advanced courses 

Senior capstone paper 

exhibiting “expert insider 

This diagram is adapted from Anne Beaufort in College Writing and Beyond: A New Framework for 

University Writing Instruction.  Logan UT: Utah State University Press, 2007, p. 19. 



TEACHING STUDENTS HOW YOUR DISCIPLINE MAKES NEW KNOWLEDGE: 

THE FUNCTION OF RESEARCH SOURCES  
 

Bizup’s BEAM  

Kind of 

Source 

Explanation Example from literature 

In Jane Eyre, how are we to regard 

Jane’s marriage to Rochester? 

Example from sociology 

How does gender socialization impact 

college-age drinking behaviors and attitudes? 

B  

Background 

sources 

Any source used in a paper to 

provide context or 

background; cited information 

is regarded as non-

controversial 

• Encyclopedia article on 

Evangelism 

• Non-controversial biographical 

data  

• Current statistics on college-level drinking 

• Recent newsmagazine story on binge 

drinking  

E 

 Exhibit  or 

Evidence 

sources 

Documents, data, field/lab 

observations,  visual images, 

or other artifacts/objects that 

the writer analyzes; particulars 

from the “exhibit” are  

evidence within your argument 

• The text of Jane Eyre   

• Archival historical documents, 

reviews, public documents from 

Bronte’s time (advanced research) 

 

• Questionnaire data or  interview 

transcriptions regarding drinking behavior 

and gender socialization  

• Researcher must design study, create 

questionnaire , code focus group data, 

analyze data, do statistical analysis  

A 

Argument 

sources 

The conversation of critical 

views and relevant scholarship 

that you are joining 

• Usually argument sources 

are other scholarly articles or 

papers 

• In sciences, often constitutes 

the “review of the literature” 

Books or scholarly articles that have 

addressed the writer’s critical problem 

in Jane Eyre 

• Peer-reviewed articles create the 

critical conversation that researcher 

is joining 

• Goal is to add something new or 

challenging to this conversation 

• Literature review summarizes previous 

scholarly studies on gender socialization as 

potentially related to college-age drinking 

• Goal is to show what is still unknown or 

unresolved 

M 

Method or 

Theory 

sources 

References to the theories or 

methods the writer is 

employing  (sometimes 

implicit but often explicit) 

• References to Foucault,  Edward 

Said, Judith Butler, etc. 

• Specific references to theory or 

method—feminism, post-

colonialism, new historicism, etc. 

• References to competing sociological 

theorists 

• Competing methodologies for conducting 

this research 

Adapted from Bizup, Joseph.  “BEAM: A Rhetorical Vocabulary for Teaching Research-Based Writing.”  Rhetoric Review, 2008 27(1):72-86 
 

 

 

 

 

Social Work DRAFT Curriculum for Required Major Courses 

SOCW 250 

Introduction to 

Social Work 

Goal: Read research for knowledge and accurately summarize scholarly research in the field of social work. 

Assignment: Annotated Bibliography of 5 articles using APA style on an area of interest within the field of social work 

Learning Activities: Require Perrin’s Pocket Guide to APA - Arrange instruction session with library liaison - Exposure to Social Work scholarly 

research journals- Provide an opportunity for practice of skills (understanding & summarizing) in class. 

SOCW 301 

Human 

Development 

and Social 

Work 

Goal: Begin thematic grouping of selected articles with developed thesis statement. Linkage of social problem with course content on human 

development. 

Assignment: Choose an area of concern (i.e., Impact of divorce) which intersects with a life stage (i.e., adolescence) and write a short (5 

paragraph) literature review utilizing and citing 5 scholarly-peer reviewed articles.(Consider giving a choice of areas) 

Learning activities: Review APA formatting, appropriate sources 

SOCW 304 

Contemporary 

Social Policy 

Goal: Critical analysis of current social policy 

Assignment: Develop a Policy brief  

Learning Activities: Participation in NASW Lobby Day in Olympia- Write letter to the editor - Understand the components of a policy brief 

SOCW 410  

Practice II: 

Social Work 

with Groups 

Goal: Linkage of scholarly research on a social problem with social work practice method. Develop a group proposal as if submitting to an 

agency for development. 

Assignment: Write and present a group proposal for a task or treatment group for a population served at a community social service or 

health care agency containing - Literature review on the social problem and treatment modality - Group description: purpose, goals, agency 

sponsorship, membership, recruitment; Group structure: chemises, topics; method of Evaluation; References  

SOCW 490 

Research III: 

Capstone 

Goals: Evaluate a component of BSW seniors’ field practice through knowledge gained from course work on theory, practice, assessment, 

and empirically-based published research. Mastery of the human subjects ethics review process – and writing for the review process. This 

synthesis of students’ social work education is presented orally to peers, professors, and field faculty. 

Assignment: Capstone paper - Senior research project/paper includes abstract, literature review, description of assessment method, 

demonstration of assessment & theory application from coursework, design and carry out evaluation component, and summary of findings 

and conclusion. 

Learning activities: Preparation of an IRB application for departmental review; weekly submission of drafts and revisions of drafts of the 

sections of the final product. Oral presentation skill practice. 

 


