
Information Literacy Group of Oregon www.ilago.wordpress.com 

April 15, 2019 
 
 
Dear Oregon Transfer and Articulation Committee members: 
 
Thank you for recognizing that information literacy is a vital part of the general education 
curriculum and essential learning for Oregon college students. The Information Literacy 
Advisory Group of Oregon (ILAGO) is excited to submit revised Information Literacy (IL) 
Outcomes and Criteria for Transferable General Education Courses in Oregon (Appendix E) 
that provide a much-needed update to align with national standards (see attached). Since our 
original mandate in 2009, ILAGO has continued to advocate for information literacy across the 
K-16 curriculum. We now propose this revision in light of the 2016 Association for College and 
Research Libraries (ACRL) Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education (the 
Framework), and in alignment with the Oregon School Library Standards adopted by the State 
Board of Education (January 22, 2015). We hope that you find the updates useful and are 
requesting the opportunity to present the attached draft to the committee for consideration. 
 
Proposal 
Information literacy outcomes and criteria are transdisciplinary; while embedded in the Writing 
Foundational Requirements courses, to best support learner success, information literacy must 
be practiced across the general education curriculum. We propose that should these updated 
outcomes and criteria be accepted, they be removed from the silo of Writing Foundational 
Requirements courses so that they may be adopted and used by other disciplines as well. This 
recommendation is consistent with best practices for information literacy instruction in higher 
education. 
 
In the update we articulate six frames that are fundamental to an information literate learner. In 
each frame we define outcomes that are reasonably appropriate for students transferring from 
community college to a four-year institution and provide descriptive criteria as examples of what 
information literacy learning might look like in a given classroom or program.  
 
These outcomes as written are meant to provide guideposts for institutions implementing 
information literacy learning (courses, programs, levels), and develop assessments derived from 
these goals, appropriate to the institutional context. These outcomes and criteria assert that 
practice across the community college curriculum can help prepare a junior-rising student to be 
successful in future learning contexts. 
 
Case for Change 
Four core concepts underlying the ACRL Framework for Information Literacy for Higher 
Education are:  

● the reflective discovery of information  
● the understanding of how information is produced and valued  
● the use of information in creating new knowledge 
● participating ethically in communities of learning 

 
These evolving IL standards, established by ACRL in 2016, have had a profound impact on IL 
instruction in higher education nationwide. The previous definition of information literacy, which 
was used to create the 2009 AAOT IL outcomes, was based on competency standards which 
have since been rescinded. The Framework now encompasses a much more complex set of 
knowledge practices and dispositions, and is by nature transdisciplinary.  
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Graduates will enter professions and vocations that have specific IL skill requirements in 
discovering, creating and communicating information relevant to the communities they will 
serve. Yet they are entering an information environment that involves a variety of media 
formats, where information systems have become more complex, and where the quality of 
information has become problematized by unreliable and deceptive practices.  
 
In coordination with the Oregon Writing and English Advisory Committee (OWEAC), we have 
been developing information literacy criteria beyond the Writing curriculum to apply to 
disciplines in humanities, STEM, and vocational certification. In addition, based on the HB 2998 
requirements for foundational curricula, librarians in community colleges and public universities 
— often in conjunction with faculty in other disciplines — have worked to align the Framework’s 
core concepts with multidisciplinary applications.  
 
Process 
The work to update the information literacy outcomes and criteria in the AAOT has progressed 
for about a year and has involved many stakeholders around the state. After an initial phone call 
with HECC representatives, and input on the process gathered from ILAGO membership at the 
IL Summit in May 2018, a workgroup, with representation from OWEAC, met during the summer 
to establish an initial draft. ILAGO began publishing updated versions of the draft for open 
comment in October of 2018, including at the Fall ILAGO Board meeting. Feedback from 
stakeholders was incorporated and the draft was re-published to the ILAGO list with a call for 
review and input. ILAGO also held an open call to solicit more input and discussion of the 
proposed revisions. Sara Robertson, Past Chair for ILAGO, contacted each of the four-year 
institutions to seek input and endorsement. Five of the seven institutions replied and all 
respondents indicated support; two did not respond. 
 
We urge the Committee to adopt the updated Information Literacy Outcomes for General 
Education curriculum in Oregon prepared by ILAGO, and to allow for this multidisciplinary 
approach to information literacy.  
 
Thank you for taking time to consider these proposals. If you have any questions or comments 
about these recommendations, please feel free to contact us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The ILAGO Board 
 
℅ Pam Kessinger, Chair, ILAGO 
ilago.chair@gmail.com  
Rock Creek Campus Library 
Portland Community College 
PO Box 19000 
Portland, OR 97280-0990 


